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Introduction
This research includes the study of the 3 rd century A.
H. (Sth A. D. )that began with thereign of the Caliphate Al —
Ma' mun and Ended with the reign of Al— Muktafi
Billah ( 198 — 295At./813 — 907 A.D. ) itis social study for

Y1e



a new subject that is neglected by the modern researchers,
but the historical, literary and juristical books of the ancient
writers contained much of the century events.

The research involves five chapters. | set the first chap-
ter a part to study what is meant by the ‘Public Opinion’ .l ex-
posed the different opinions and *definitions : put forward by .
the foreign and Arab ideologists. Isought for its origin which
extended in the Pre — Isl_amic Arabic Society and de-
“veloped during the different lea‘mic ages, until it became an
influencial phenomena in the 3rd century A. H. incidents.
The* Public Opinion’ was represented by some common ex-
pressions at that time, such as : agree .ment, analogy, na-
tion, Community, the application of discretion to.al.legal deci-
sion, the cultivation and the laws of those who had comebe-
fore. That is what | spoke about in details throughout this

chapter In a juristical study.

As for the second chapter, itis restricted to the study of
the nature of the Abbaside society during the 3rd cenruty A.
H. This is achieved by exposing the (characteristics  of this |

century and the brief mentioning of some of the outside

Al



aspects of the Islamic society throughout the different ages.
Further more,| studied the soci.all structure which is enbo-~

died in two dissimilar classes; regarding property and au-
thority, So in addition to the Private class which included the
caliph his attendants, his officials ; and officers which
usurped all the privilages, there was the public class which
included the great majority of people who suffered starvation
and nakedness; so theyldamned the cerruption of affairs.
Between those two classes, there existed those who lived
on the private Class and took up literature as a craft. -

The third Chapter represents the backbone on which
the research depends. | studied the reasons why the.Public -
Opinion ) had grumbled during that century. ThereIZWere
many different reasons, such as : high prices, rarity of arti-
cles and the delay of the troops suppliants and their riots. Al
the above reasons led to weaken the Abbaside Caliphate
and led to the murder of many Caliphs like the murder of
Al — Muataz Billah by the Turkish Princes who became au-
thoritative in the different posts of the state. This caused the

grumbling of Baghdad and Sammara inhabitants in addition

Yy .



to their grumbling as aresult of the bad affairs, the corruption
of the administrative system, the lack of peace, the taxes
and the illegal ways by which they were collected and many
other factors that were being revealed all through the re-
search.

An importantfactor resulted in the Public grumbling was
the riots and crjsis which was represented by the conflict be-
tween AI—-—Ami;rand Ma’ mun and was developed into a
national conflict between the Arabs and Al—Mawali, Al—
Zinj and Karmathians revolutions, the unplanned, public
movements as those of Al— Shuttar Al— Ayya'ren and the
opponent movements of Shiah and Khéwarij in addition to
the religious and idiological conflicts which tore the unity of
the Muslims into sects and parties. |

The fourth Chapter is concerned with the Islamic Public
Opinion attitude towards the official institutions, such as :
Al— Caliphate and A—Qada'. The attitude which was re-
markable with its bitter criticism, whether in Poetry, fiction or
proverbs, reflected to us the bad conditions of those institu-

tions. The Caliphate which was, the highest religious and

YA



official authority in the Abbaside State became so weak that
the Caliph became a Play— toy in the hands of the Turkish
princes. As for Al— Qada’ it lost its dignity because their de-
( Cisianswere b not according to the law.

What distihguished the Islamic Public opinion during
the 3rd century A. H. was the grumbling at some times and
the revolution in another. This called for the existence of
. centres and places where the grumblers met to express their
opinions, such as: mosques, prisons, markets, holy—
places and discussion — meetings and this what spoke ab-
out in details in the fifth Chapter which constitutes the last

chapter of this research.
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